Part Two The Wool is Family 

The Sons and Daughters of the Robert Wool is Family In North America 


Due to the high number of documents that I have for this section I have taken the liberty to move copies of the 
larger documents to an addendum at the end of this document. I have also marked them with a number and letter 
(ie (la)) as well as a document title. I will refer throughout the document to each record in that fashion. 

Marvin Paranych 

The name Woolliss seems to be what most descendants of Hannah Woolliss would think 
was the “original" spelling of the family name. This would not necessarily be true. 

Spelling of names were often changed depending on who was writing it down. Clergy and 
government officials of all sorts complicated the task of locating the "correct" name. 

This problem extends across most of the people that immigrated from Europe to lands 
around the globe. Names were often spelled phonetically as most persons were illiterate 
and could only verbalize the name they were born with. So "Woolliss" could become Wollis 

or Woolis or even Wallis; Warren became Waren, or 
Werren, or Warin; and even my own family name 
"Paranych" became Paranicz, or Paranich, or 
Paronich. The issue with the "changing of the names" 
is almost always fed by the occurrence of illiterate 
people pronouncing their name vocally (and sometimes 
with heavy accents) to someone that could read and 
write. They, in turn, wrote down whatever they felt 
should be correct. As frustrating and concerning as 
this dilemma is for people, it is truly of little 
consequence providing that researchers are careful 
to compare records and sources to ensure the 
accuracy of information. 

Hannah Woolliss was, as evidenced by her marriage 
document, also illiterate. William, however, could 
read and write. I believe, but cannot prove, that 
Hannah was taught to read and write by her 
husband. I have a picture of her reading the Bible. 
Or perhaps she was just posing with it. I was, for a 
time, aware there was also a connection in Iowa, 
through the Warren family. At one point, I had no idea that the Woolliss family also had 
connections there as well. 

The first connection became apparent to me after William Warren had drowned in the 
Niagara River in January of 1866. Hannah sent two of her children, David and Sarah, to 
live with the Crampton family in Iowa, for a short time. Charlotte May Crampton was 
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William Warren's youngest sister. We found David and Sarah Warren living there with 
Charlotte and her husband John, in Low Moor, Iowa, in the 1870 census. 

Robert Woolis, Hanna's brother, no doubt knew William and the Warren family, as they 
were together in England in 1848 when Hannah Woolliss was married to William Warren. 
It is even possible that Robert Woolis and William Warren worked together. Robert was 

a railway worker in England, as was 
William. I suspect, but cannot prove, 
that Robert came to Pennsylvania and 
worked with the railway for a short 
time, before he moved to Iowa. They 
did spend about a year in Pennsylvania 
and Robert did need to support his 
family somehow. Experienced railroad 
workers were hard to come by. William 
Warren, as well as being a farmer, 
worked on the railroad as a foreman the 
remainder of his days in Canada. William 
died on the job, working for the Erie and 
Niagara Railroad in January of 1866 
leaving Hannah Woolliss Warren to raise 
their children alone. 


Edmund Wollis emigrated to Canada (1844) well ahead of his older brother Robert and 
younger sister, Hannah. Hannah and William emigrated still a few years ahead of Robert. 
It was not uncommon for families to hear about opportunities from “those that had come 
before". Robert was the last to come to North America. Robert and Sarah may have 
relied heavily upon the information from both Edmund and Hannah in order to make the 
decision to emigrate. 

Edmund Wollis, Hannah Woolliss and even William Warren must have felt it was worth 
the effort to immigrate and probably let Robert Woolis and Sarah know what types of 
opportunities awaited them. Moving a family of five people across the ocean was no small 
feat. It would take Robert and Sarah an additional seven years before they could be the 
next family members to emigrate with their three children. Not only the fare had to be 
available but they would have to provide provisions to feed their children aboard ship and 
have some funds upon which to survive. All this had to be made available to them before 
they would be able to leave. Most of their possessions would be left behind, with the 
exception of clothes, a few pictures and small personal items. 

Robert and Sarah Woolis knew well the hardship of loss, when their sons Robert Jr. 

(d.?) and George (d. 1853) and their first born daughter Ann (d. 1853), all passed away 
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before 1860. Although we do have a record of all their births, George and Ann are the 
only children that we have any record of their passing. As such, we cannot determine 
exactly when or where Robert Jr. was interred. One thing is sure, I can find no records 
of him in America and Robert Jr. is not shown in the 1860 US census. Robert Jr. would 
have been 18. It would be safe to say therefore that he died prior to 1860 and most 
probably in England or aboard ship. The ship list would reveal if he did indeed come 
aboard with his family. It is also interesting to note that there was a cholera epidemic 
during this time in England and a typhoid outbreak; either could have caused the death 
of these three children. This speaks loudly about the high infant mortality rates of the 
nineteenth century. John, Betsy, Sarah Jane did make it to the new land called America, 
and Mary was born in 1860 in Pennsylvania. These four children were shown with their 
parents in the US census of 1860. 


TWENTY 


So by 1860, we had three Woolliss family members located on the North American 
continent. Two, Hannah (Woolliss) and Edmond (Wollis) were living in Ontario, Canada, (or 

Canada West at the time). Robert 
Wool is, the older brother to both 
Edmund and Hannah, was living in Iowa. 
Iowa had become a state in 1846 and 
by 1860 was still just getting its feet 
wet, so to speak, just beginning to 
establish the area. This did not mean 
that they did not have a fierce sense 
of pride and patriotism. Iowa was by 
many standards still considered the 
“frontier". It is what we would today 
call a midwestern state but it should be 
remembered that it sits just on the 
edge of what was the Great Plains. 
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The issue involving the use of slaves 
and their emancipation had been 
building up for some time now; from 
the enactment of the Missouri 
Compromise around 1820 to the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854; the 
United States just could not come to 
an agreement about the use of slave 
labor. Individual states started to 


secede from the Union. 
















North Carolina left the Union in December of 1860 and was followed in quick succession 
by six more southern states. By February of 1861, the Confederate States of America 
were formed. Interestingly enough there were originally only 11 states with Missouri and 
Kentucky wanting to remain neutral. They later joined the Confederacy. In March of 
1861, Abraham Lincoln, a rising politician from the Illinois legislature was elected 
President. At that point he issued the emancipation proclamation. It appeared the United 
States was beginning to crumble. 

The Confederacy, now led by Jefferson Davis and composed 
of 13 states, claimed that federal land holdings in the 
"southern" states were now their property. The Union 
government refused to relinquish the military forts and 
federal lands. The first shots of the Civil War were fired 
on April 12,1861 at Fort Sumter, North Carolina. The war 
had begun. 

Iowa was asked by the Union government to provide 
volunteers, at first, for 90 days as everyone thought the 
war would be a short event. Once it was realized that the 
war would last much longer they started signing up soldiers 
for a three year period. There are all kinds of accounts and 
stories about this bloody period in American history so I will 
leave the reader to follow these wherever their interests 
may take them. I have provided a copy of a recruitment 
poster I found interesting from this period. It is shown on 
the previous page. 

Iowa definitely rose to meet the patriotic call. According to 
Tom Morain, Iowa historian for Iowa Pathways, over 76,000 
men from Iowa signed up for the Union Army during the Civil 
War, more than any other state of the Union. 

Statistically, Iowa soldiers also suffered very high losses. 

By the end of the war, 13,169 soldiers from Iowa had died 
from either their injuries or disease contracted while 
serving; mostly though they died from disease. Far more 
were maimed for life. 

No major battles were fought during the Civil War in the 
State of Iowa and there is no record of any Woolis from 
Iowa during this time ever serving in the Union or 
Confederate armies that I can cite. Sarah Elizabeth (Lohr) 


Another old soldier 

CALLED TO REST 


Michael Lohr, a well known resi¬ 
dent of Wayne county, who has lived 
in Benton towrnship for 75 years, 
passed away at the hospital In Al- 
lerton Friday, after a short illness, 
at the age of 82 years. 2 months and 
17 days. Mr. Lohr was a Civil War 
veteran, having enlisted as a member 
of the Forty-sixth Iowa Infantry in 
June, 1864. 

The funeral services were held 
from the home Sunday afternoon and 
e interment was in the Hazel Dell 
cemetery. 

The following is the obituary: 
Michael Lohr, so^i of P. P. and 
Sarah Lohr. was born in Barbour 
county. West Virginia, May l« r >, 1847, 
and died August 2. 1929, age 82 years, 
months and 17 days. 

He was the third child in a family 
of seven children. He spent lhe first 
seven years of his life in Virginia, 
then came with his parents to Jef¬ 
ferson county in March of 1854, then 
on to Wayne county in October of 
that same year, where he has spent 
the remainder of his life. 

He was united in marriage to Mary 
F\ Seaman. January 8, 1878. To this 
anion nine children were born, 
namely: Jessie A. Haiflilll, »*uo died 
In 1911. Hattie A., who died in in- 
fancv, William E. of Appleton, wjs.. 
Seaman of Shenandoah, la., Frank 
M Fred H., Stanley E. and Paul, all 
living in Wayne county and one 
laughter, Lizzie, and two grandchil¬ 
dren, Glyda A. and Doyle C. HalfhUl 
it home. 

Besides a loving wife, the s!x * on *' 
one daughter and fifteen grandchil¬ 
dren, he leaves to miss him, two Bis¬ 
ters Mrs. Elizabeth Woolis of Cam- 
bria, la., and Mrs. Harriet Hotchkiss 
of Northbranch. Kansss, one brother, 
Dan Lohr of California. 

Mr Lohr was a CHvil War veteran 
an one of Wayne county’s most 
highly respectedcitizens. For seven- 
ty-five years he lived In this com¬ 
munity and because he was a I' lone ^ 
himself and had known hardships, he 
was always quick to respond to every 
call of others’ need. He was hospit¬ 
able, helpful, kind and generous. 
Honesty and Integrlty werw woven 

Into the very fiber of his being. It 
was often said of- him, ’’Mike Lohrs 
word is as a good as his bond. 
Modest and unassuming, he ne>er 
aspired to be a leader, yet his was 
a full life, filled with kindly deeds, 
sympathetic and helpful counsel and 
encouragement. 





Woolis did have a brother who served in the Civil War. I have provided the obituary of 
Micheal Lohr for reference, compliments of Larry Woolis. 

There is a record however, of a John Woolis that signed up in Kentucky during the last 
month of the war. He was mustered out in 30 days. There is no indication that he was 
from Iowa or is in any way related to the Iowa family of Robert Woolis. Further 
research may reveal the actual lineage of this soldier. 

Robert Woolis with Sarah (Thompson) Woolis and their five children survived the 
American Civil War. Robert would have been exempt from serving in the war because of 
his dependant family. 

John T. (Thompson) Woolis was the oldest male child at this point. At fifteen years of 
age, John was not yet old enough to join in the war but he was old enough to work the 
farm and attend school. John spent a great deal of time helping the family become 
established. By 1862, Robert 
and Sarah would have had 
their last child, Albert. 

Albert was the only child they 
would have that was actually 
born in Iowa (1862) during the 
Civil War. The war ended in 
April of 1865. 

The information that follows is 
regarding Robert Woollis' farm 
and arrived via email from his 
descendant, Larry Woolis, who 
still resides in Iowa. 

"I am attaching a photo of the 
original farmhouse built by 
Robert Woolis in the late 
1800's. The two people in the 
foreground of the photo are my f irst wife, Ellen and my young son Daniel who is now 49 years 
old. A little background on the farmstead is in order. When Robert & family first came to the 
Cambria, Iowa community, they literally lived underground for a couple of years. It is normal 
on old Iowa farmhouses to have what they used to call a "cave" either below or directly behind 
the house. This cave was what you might call a "root cellar" where fruits and vegetables could 
also be stored for use in the winter. This cave was also an underground refuge in case a 
tornado came around! The farmhouse is typical of Iowa farm houses. You can see where there 
were two additions to the original building as the family grew. Out of view on the right hand 








side of the photo is the more modern house that is now occupied by Lyle & Joyce Woollis. 
Lyle's grandfather, Albert, was the youngest son of Robert Woollis. our common Great 
Grandparent. This house is located, just a little southeast of the Cambria cemetery." Larry 
Woo I is 2020 

Robert and Sarah Woolis had eight children. Three died prior to the immigation to 
America, three children made the voyage across the Atlantic ocean and two were born in 
America. They were: 

Robert Woolis B.1842 England D. prior to 1860 England 
Ann Woolis B. 1844 England D. 1853 Lincolnshire, England 

John Thompson Woolis B. 1845 England M. Apr 9/1874 Sarah Elizabeth Lohr B. 1846 
George Woolis B. 1848 England D. 1853 Lincolnshire, England 

Elizabeth (Betsy) Woolis B. 1850 England M. Nov, 24,1866 Martin P. Kellogg B.1850 
Sarah Jane Woolis B. 1851 England M. Sept 29, 1887 James Burton Hogue B. 1850 
Mary Woolis B. 1860 Pennsylvania USA M. Feb 3, 1876 Elijah Goodard B. 1853 
Albert Edwin Woolis B. 18 62 Iowa, USA M. Oct 11, 1883 Laura Mead B. 1865 

Robert Woolis built the original home for his family, no doubt with the help of his young 
son, John. Robert was one of the initial pioneers to move to the Cambria, Iowa area 
around 1859. Throughout the years, John's help proved invaluable to the family 
becoming established. Imagine that there were few other families around and having to 
provide shelter for your family so you simply picked up your shovel and started digging! 

Living in what would soon become a root cellar and storm shelter later had its drawbacks. 
The ceiling had to be reinforced and there had to be some form of drainage to keep the 
water from the rains and melting snow from flooding them out. There needed to be 
firewood to keep them warm and some place to cook when they were hungry. 

Even when that was complete there were so many things to do! A garden and shelter for 
the animals helped immensely but if you needed anything you had to find a way to provide 
it. Lumber came from what was growing on the property. The best was kept for the 
home they would soon start to build. The rest was fencing or firewood. Most of this 
work and the building of the home was accomplished with simple hand tools, mostly an 
axe and hammer and a great deal of muscle. It is well known that most settlers were 
quite adept at the use of an axe. They could split logs quite accurately and the logs were 
even pinned together with pegs shaped with the axe.They were masters of these tools 
from necessity. When they were not working the fields, or tending to the animals, they 
worked upon the home they would eventually live in. 

Some of the settlers were lucky and had a great deal of land that was natural meadows 
but even then the land needed to be "broken" with a plow and horse. The animals needed 



to be cared for, sheltered and fed. A good horse was essential. Those that did not have 
a horse would borrow one or they needed to pull the plow by themselves if they could 
find no alternative. What needed to be done, got done, one way or another. 

As the oldest son, John, from the age of fourteen, would have performed a lot of this 
work by the side of his father Robert. John did attend school and did learn to read and 
write. We have a copy of his autograph from 1883. His education would not be perhaps 
what we would call complete today but that was not uncommon and it would become 
invaluable to him as time went on. We do have a record from the 1860 census to indicate 
that John attended school within that year (he was 14 according to the Census), how far 
his education went is currently unknown. It is possible that he had some previous 
schooling in Pennsylvania and maybe even in England but I cannot confirm that at this 
time. John's older sister Ann, did have some education before she passed away in 1853. 
It was mostly likely a few days a week at a church school that taught children to read 
the bible. 

In 1853, English public schools as we know them were almost nonexistent. There were 
schools, colleges and universities to be sure; these catered to the upper class and 
required a lot of money to attend. There was a school system of sorts that provided 
some unstructured education to children of the poor called the “ragged school". By 1870 
there were 250 ragged schools in London and about 100 throughout the rest of England. 
Some other schools were beginning to be established in England but it would be some time 
before any type of a system would be readily established. 

In regards to John's particular education, it is a little more difficult to determine. If he 
had attended school in England he would have attended either the same Church Sunday 
school his older sister Ann had or a ragged school. Perhaps he may have attended school 
in Pennsylvania for a time and we do know he attended school in Iowa. 

The settlers in America wanted schools for their children and they ensured they were 
acquired. In 1830, the first schoolhouse was erected in Lee County, Iowa. In 1839, 
territorial legislation directed that schools were to be founded by the County. Wayne 
County built its first school in 1842. By 1858, each township was responsible for building 
its own schools. As amazing as it seems, the American frontier was far more advanced 
than England at this time when it came to education. Everyone could attend school; some 
only attended part time as they were needed on the farm to work. 

Many people, even in America, who did have schooling during this time learned just the 
“basics", reading, writing and mathematics. Most rural schools did not educate children 
to any type of grade level. Once you had acquired the basics of literacy and 
mathematics, you had basically completed your education. From that point you would 
decide what direction your life was to take, what occupation you would follow. There 



were few if any "High Schools" established until much later. Colleges were mostly private 
and relied upon the tuition to function. The concept of grades one through twelve became 
entrenched with the development of school systems and districts and by 1900 there were 
students in grade twelve and moving towards university. But life was also a great 
educator in and of itself! Perhaps more than anything, education even in its simplest 
form, opened the door to information and new ideas. It was Mark Twain that said “ I 
never let my schooling interfere with my education". More than anything schooling and 
education drove the industrial revolution forward to a time when names like Edison and 
Ford became part of the daily vernacular. 

That was not unusual for this time in history. The world as always seems to slowly 
change but the pioneers and frontiersmen saw the need to educate their children. The 
time was slowly fading away when a child learned his trade from his father. As valuable 
as John was to his parents around the farm, they obviously thought highly enough about 
education for their children and let John attend school.To be able to read and write,and 
"cypher" was a skill that was used everyday and probably proved an immense help to 
Robert and Sarah Woolis, John's parents. 

John T. Woolis, the primary focus of this essay, married Sarah Elizabeth Lohr in 1870 
when they were both twenty five years old. Sarah was the daughter of P.P. Lohr of 
Wayne County, Iowa. Sarah was also a literate person. 

P.P. Lohr at this time, was an influential and educated man. Mr. Lohr ensured his 
children were given some education as well. I notice that in Sarah's legal affairs she 
used the name Elizabeth; in her personal affairs and to close friends and family, she was 
known as simply Sarah. In most records, biographical or genealogical I have found that 
the influence of the maternal characters in a family is all but ignored. Sarah, it is my 
belief, brought more to the family than just the ability to have children and manage a 
home. She brought her education,and practical world experience to assist her husband. 

At some point after coming to America, I believe that Robert Woolis never did learn to 
read and write. Business that Robert needed to “read about" or correspond to was 
handled by his son John. It was either, I believe, through his son John Woolis or his 
daughter in law Sarah that Robert managed his correspondence. In the 1870 census we 
find John and Sarah, living with and working on Robert's homestead. By 1880, John and 
Sarah moved into a separate home with their children. 

I have provided a copy of the last will and testament of Robert Woolis. It can be found 
in the addendum at the back of this essay and is labelled (la). The will was filed at the 
courthouse and written down for Robert by the clerk of the court in 1881. Note that it 
records that it was signed by Robert but is not marked with the typical "X" used by 
illiterate people of the time. This particular will has been drawn into debate regarding 



its authenticity, so at this point I am stepping back from the debate and will let the 
reader draw any conclusions they might come to by themselves. 


I will point out that this branch of the Wool is family, although descended from English 
serfs, was also very determined to ensure they had their own wills. The wills I located 
were registered or filed at the courthouse. The wording in most of these documents are 
quite specific and shows some basic understanding of the legalities of the time. They 
were learning to protect the assets they already had. This major step towards financial 
security came from somewhere. Perhaps they consulted a lawyer. 

Sarah and John were a huge influence on their children (as most parents are) and both 
were supporters of education. I believe it was under Sarah and John's influence and 
encouragement, that education was promoted as a priority to her children. As a result, 
they had a son, Asa, that became a doctor. 

Their son Asa graduated from medical school in Kansas City in 1900. Imagine what a 
feat this must have seemed to be to his father, John. Thinking back on how Robert, his 
own father, was a poor illiterate railroad worker in England, and how with the help of 
their son John, Robert had become a successful landowner and now John's son had 
become a doctor I It almost staggers the imagination when we realize how quickly this 
change occurred. John and Sarah must have been very proudl 

I cannot confirm at what point that John and Sarah moved to their own home in 
Cambria. I am sure it was before Sarah, Robert's spouse, passed away in 1879. By the 
1880 census, we find John and Sarah living in Cambria with three of their children 
(Edmund, Asa, <& Lloyd). It is a very real possibility that Robert Woolis provided a land 
grant as an inheritance to John, his eldest son prior to Robert's death, as John was not 
mentioned in Robert's will at all. Family stories relate that he was the primary heir and I 
have no cause to doubt this. He was probably more of a partner at this point! If he was 
not included in the will then it makes sense that his father ensured he received his 
inheritance (and probably as payment for his contribution towards helping get the family 
established) before he passed away. 

Robert passed away in 1882; his spouse Sarah predeceased him in 1879. Robert and his 
spouse Sarah are buried together in the Cambria Cemetery, Wayne County, Iowa. 




Sometime during the 1960's, the headstones of Robert and Sarah Wool is were 
“enhanced" with the use of a charcoal mix that was rubbed on by Larry Wool is to 
highlight the lettering which was starting to fade at the time. The photos were also 
taken by Larry Woolis after the application of the charcoal. The stones have since 
become illegible from erosion. 

Despite the inheritance provided to him from his father, John worked very hard. There 
was little else he could have done! He had to continue to build what he had begun with 
his father. To add to his land holdings in 1891, John Woolis purchased a farm from 
another related family member on Sarah's side of the family, Leroy McMaines, who lived 
close by. Purchasing land was one thing, working it is entirely another. John must have 
worked very hard. 
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LeRoy McMaines sold his farm last 
week to John Woolis, price §2.500. 


Extracted from The New Era Paper, June of 1891. 

By 1897, John and Sarah Woolis, had acquired over 200 acres of land in various parcels 
in the Cambria area. Most would eventually be parceled out to his children or sold over 
time. 


John and Sarah Woolis had four boys. 




They were: 

Edmund Allen Woolis (b. 1871-1958) M. Jan 5, 1899 Nora Gilbert (b. 1877-1961) 
Dr. Asa Lee Woolis (b.1875 - 1927) M. Dec 17, 1902 Minnie Nlday (b. 1874) 
Lloyd C. Woolis (b. 1878 - 1954) M. April 17, 1901 Esther Day (b. 1877) 

Lewis (Louis) Woolis (b.1884 - 1945) M.1940 (Minnie Stroup) 


Curiously enough, Edmund (John’s son) is 
listed in error, as Adda A, (female) in the 
1880 Census. I mention this as an excellent 
example as to the inaccuracy of some 
government census takers. By the 1900 
census, we find John and Sarah living with 
only their youngest child in the town of 
Cambria, Lewis who was 14 at the time. 

John farmed the Cambria, Iowa properties 
until his death in 1913. His death 
certificate can be viewed in the addendum 
item (2b). He was 68 years old. John left 
everything to his wife in his will dated 1902 
(2a). The picture on this page depicts John 
Woolis in his later years with his wife, 
Sarah Elizabeth (Lohr) Woolis. 


Sarah Elizabeth 
Woolis continued 
to live in the 

house in Cambria with her son Lewis. Lewis was a mechanic and 
a machinist. We show Elizabeth as the head of the family in 
the 1925 Iowa State Census and Lewis as the head of the 
family in the 1930 Federal Census. Lewis lists Sarah, his 
mother as the primary beneficiary in his will ( 4a) registered in 
1927. 

That would indicate, I believe, that he was now the primary 
owner of the rural properties that were left at that time. 

Both Sarah's (3a) and Lewis' last will and testament (4a) can 
be located at the end of this document. 


Dr. Woolis’ Father Dead. 

Dr. A. L. Woolis, wife and 
daughter Mary returned Wednes¬ 
day morning from Cambria, Iowa, 
where they were called by a mes¬ 
sage announcing the serious illness 
of the doctor’s father, John Wool¬ 
is, who passed away at his home 
there on August 10, 1913. Mr. 
Woolis was born in England Aug¬ 
ust 18, 1845, and came to Amer¬ 
ica in 1857. His home had been 
at Cambria, Iowa, since 1859. 
Ho had been a member of the 
Cambria fiaptist church since 
1867, and was a respected and 
loading citizen of the Cambria 
community. The doctor’s friends 
here sympathize with him and his 
family in their loss. 



Tragically, Sarah Elizabeth, John's spouse and Lewis' mother, died as a result of burns 
contracted in an accidental kerosene explosion, in 1936. See her death certificate (3b). 
She was 90 years old. 























The stones shown above are placed In the Cambria Cemetery in remembrance of John and 
Sarah. They sit on either side of a third much larger stone with the name Woolis 
engraved upon it. 















The 1897 Plat Map for Cambria, Iowa. 



The above Plat Map is a visual record of the land owned by the Woolis family in 1897. 

It shows that A.E. Woolis is the landowner of 200 acres and would indicate that he had 
indeed purchased some time before 1897, the approximately 100 acres given to Jennie 
when Robert, their father passed away. John's holdings were spread about somewhat and 
there is no indication as to where the McMaines farm actually was six years before. I 
have been told that John and Sarah lived within the town of Cambria and if that is the 
case the farm house indicated (black square) on the 160 acre parcel for John Woollis 
may well have been the McMaines property that we know he purchased. 


Edmund Allen Woolis, John's first born son, farmed around Cambria as well. There is no 
indication of Edmund inheriting property unless he had been granted some to him prior to 
his father's passing, in the same fashion as John's father had provided for John. This 
seems to be the trend in the family and I have no doubt that Edmund did inherit from 
John through his mother, Sarah. Sarah Elizabeth, while she was alive, also had the 



























































right to dispose of all property after John's death and there were no specific heirs 
mentioned in John's will. It is clear that by 1930, the only property remaining in 
Washington Township that is owned by a descendant of John Woolis is the previously 
mentioned 160 acre parcel with a home on it (the former McAAaines farm) and it was 
shown as being owned by Lewis Woolis. 


The second clause in the will of Sarah Woolis would indicate at least that there was 


money borrowed or land sold to her sons that still may have had money owing upon it. 


Edmund married a schoolteacher Nora Gilbert 
1899 (9a).They moved south to a new property 
just north of Cory don, Iowa. 



"Nora Gilbert inherited from her father, James 
Harvey Gilbert, a small farm just 3 miles North 
Corydon of around 100 acres, located on the 
Township line between Corydon & Benton 
townships. The majority of this property is in 
Benton Twp. When Edmund married Nora, in 
1899, he was in the process of liquidating all his 
holdings in Washington Twp. and they moved 
South from Cambria with their two sons, Robert 
& John Harvey, around 1906 and proceeded to 
buy farmland directly East <& North of the 
"Gilbert" farmland that Nora had inherited. This 
land was added to the existing small farm. This 
additional land is located right next to the main 
North/South highway #14 and runs for over 2 
miles. Highway 14 goes completely through the 
center of Iowa from North to South. Farmland 
with direct access to a paved or "graveled" 
highway, close to a major town is worth more 
than land without such access. Back then, 
non-improved dirt roads were impassable during much of the year. This much larger, enlarged 
farm is located about 3 to 4 miles North of Corydon which is the Wayne County Seat." 

Larry Woolis 2020 



Edmund and Nora Woolis farmed just north of Corydon for many 
years. They too encouraged education amongst their family. 
Their son Robert studied animal husbandry and eventually took 
over the farm. Robert E. Woolis and his wife Louise (Canning) 
Woolis are interred in the Corydon Cemetery. 

Lucille (Woolis) Anderson, Robert's daughter, still operates the 
farm north of Corydon but lives in Ames, Iowa, about a hundred 
miles north of the farm. She and her husband Art commute to 
the farm as they need to. There is still a house standing on the 
property that they use when they are at the farm. 























Both of the photos 
shown are courtesy of 
Larry Woolis and the 
one on the right was 
taken in 1949. 



John Harvey Woolis was the second born son to 
Edmund and Nora Woolis. John took a different road 
and was actively 
successful in the 
management of 
various businesses in 
the Des Moine area. 

He married Ethel 
Dennis in 1925 and 
they had two 
children, Nora Alice 
(who always went by 
Alice) Woolis and a 
son, Larry Woolis. 


John Harvey Woolis passed away in 1966; his wife Ethel in 1997. Alice, their daughter 
passed away in 2018. All three are buried in the large Gilbert plot in Corydon, Iowa 
Cemetery along with Edmund <& Nora (Gilbert) Woolis. James Harvey Gilbert and Nancy 
Elizabeth Gilbert, the parents of Nora (Gilbert) Woolis are also interred in this family 
plot. 

Larry Woolis is alive and well and lives with his spouse Barbara in the West Des Moines 
area at the time of this writing.(2020) He has a son Dan Woolis. 


"Acey" or Asa Lee Woollis was the second born son of John and Sarah Woolis, Asa 
became a doctor. Indulge me here for a moment while I play the name game. In all the 
legal documents I have for Asa, he is shown as Asa. I thought this might be an error at 
first and I thought it was quite unusual but to see it on all his documentation made me 
suspect this was his legal name. But I had been told, his family called him "Acey". Well, 
out came the researcher in me and I have unearthed the following information from 
various sources: 


Originally from Hebrew, the name "Asa" came to America due to the influence of the 
Puritans who brought it to Pennsylvania in the eighteenth century (1700's). It became 
quite popular in nineteenth century (1800’s) America. Although the name appears unusual 
and is not heard much or used much in the twentieth century (1900‘s), there are a great 
many notable figures from the nineteenth century that share the name from American 









businessmen to railroad promoters, politicians, judges and entertainers such as the well 
known Asa Yoelson from the twentieth century whose stage name was Al Jolson. 

Curiously,the name Asa means healer or physician. Despite it’s spelling, it is pronounced 
as (A-C) or Acey, with the second "a" silent and the M s" used like a “C", just as his 
family used it. Mystery solved. 

As mentioned previously Asa graduated from medical school in Kansas City in 1900. He 
attended Pella College for a time prior to attending Medical School. He was 26 when he 
completed his training. Medical training back in the late nineteenth century consisted of 
two, four-month long semesters of lectures lasting seven to eight hours per day and 
supplemented with textbook reading and followed by examinations. The lectures covered 
topics such as pharmacy, anatomy, therapeutics, and surgery. No hands on experience 
was given. Practical experience was obtained on the job under another doctor. 

Asa apparently became a contracted doctor to the railroad and moved about quite a bit. 
In 1918, I located a draft registration card for WWI (5B) that indicated Asa was 
working as an medical examiner in Chicago, III. I have not located any record of military 
service for him. Being a “Medical Examiner" was at this time a term interchangeable with 
the term Doctor. 

Asa married Minnie Niday ( 5c) on Dec 17, 1902. Minnie was from the Corydon area. 

Asa and Minnie had a daughter, Mary Woollis. Asa set up his practise in Darlington, Mo 
until 1918 when he joined the railroad. He moved about quite a bit and as a result he 
was one of the few doctors of the time registered in more than one state to practise 
medicine. Asa passed away in 1927 from spinal meningitis in Alliance, Nebraska (5a <& 

5d). He is buried in Alliance. His spouse Minnie moved to Bakersfield, California to be 
close to their daughter, Mary Vore. Minnie died in California in 1963 (5e) and she is 
buried in Alliance, Nebraska with her husband. 

Their daughter, Mary (a school teacher) married Henry Vore from Chadron, Nebraska. 
They had one child, Lee Henry Vore. 

Lee married Joy Judrick in Montana, around 1955, They moved to California and had 
four children. 




In 1913, Harold Woolis, Lloyd's son, 
contracted typhoid fever. The family eventually 
moved to Arizona because of Harold's health 
concerns. 


Lloyd (the third son of John and Sarah 
Woolis) lived for a time with his older 
brother Edmund before Edmund married and 
for a time after. Edmund and Lloyd were 
very close although they were seven years 
apart in age. In the photo shown here, 
Edmund is sitting, Lloyd standing. 

Lloyd married Ester bay and they had two 
children, Harold Woolis (b.1902) and Helen 
Woolis (b.1907). Harold did not have good 
health. 

Lloyd Woolis, and his spouse Ester (bay) 
moved onto the property that Edmund and 
Nora vacated in Oct of 1904, near Cambria. 
The newspaper article was extracted from 
The Humestad Era , Oct 1904 


Cambria News, 

Dr. and Mrs. Calbreath are moving 
to Sf} raour. 

Charley Dicks returned from Indian- 
ola the first of the week. 

Mrs. Dave Mather and family joined 
Mr. Mather at Centerville the last of 
the week where they will reside. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Woolis have 
moved into the property vacated by 
Ed. Woolis. 


-- 1 — 

ftaroM tf.-wlis, ^on of Lloytl Voolis, j Harold married Adabelle Wing in 1930 in 
is recovering from a miStl ultaeh of ; /^ r j ZO na (7b) 
tyyllOuU'C'.cr. . 

Helen married Bern Jackson in Arizona in 
1932. (7a). They moved to California and she passed away there in 1996. 



Just an aside here: Way back in June of 1871, Jesse James, 
shown on the left, and members of his gang robbed the bank in 
Croydon, Iowa. As luck would have it, they arrived in town during 
a speech by the noted orator of the time, Henry Clay bean. His 
speech had drawn most of the townspeople to the local Methodist 
church. Not content with just stealing $6,000, and Jesse being 
























the notorious publicity hound that he was, the bandits went to the church and "shook the 
stolen money at the crowd," furious at being upstaged by Dean. It is probably the only 
time a bank robber ever went to church immediately after robbing a bank!! 


Sarah Lohr Woolis, lived with her youngest son Lewis (Louis) after John,her husband, 
passed away. We find them in the US Federal Census and the Iowa State Census 
throughout the years until after Sarah passed away. In 1918, Lewis reported to the 
draft board for World War I at the age of 35. He stated that his closest relative was 
his mother Sarah. Lewis earned his living as a mechanic and welder. Lewis never served 
in the military as the war ended shortly after his registration. Sarah passed away in 
1936. 


Lewis married Minnie Stroup in 1940 and we find them living on the farm in the 1940 US 
Census along with Minnie’s son by her second marriage, Kenneth Stroup. Ken was 11 
years old. Minnie was first married to John Buckmiller and they had a son , Harold. 
Harold, or Harry, married Mary Jane Dowse in 1926. John must have passed away 
because Minnie married Sale Stroup and they had their son, Kenneth Sale Stroup in June 
of 1929. Kenneth went on to join the military and eventually he married Velma Endres. 
He is buried in Sraceland Cemetery in 
Creston, Iowa, in a military grave. 


Lewis again was called for the draft 
in World War II at the age of 57. 
He did not serve but we do see the 
first mention of “Minnie Woolis" as 
the next of kin. 


REGISTRATION CARD —(Men born on or after April 28, 1877 and on or before February 16, 1897) 


SERIAL NUMBER 


1. Name (Print) 


Am/£. ... Mot/S 


2 Place of Residence (Print) 


ORDER NUMBER 


.QABJ3.jS1£ _ JAJ&A 


(Number and street) (Town, township, village, or city)' 1 ^ (County) (State) 

[THE PLACE OF RESIDENCE GIVEN ON THE LINE ABOVE WILL DETERMINE LOCAL BOARD 
JURISDICTION; LINE 2 OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL BE IDENTICAL] 

3. Mailing Address 


GAMBIA . LLtTA. 

I drew. ff other than nfaco indicated on lino 2. If name insert word aarne] _ 


4. Telephone 

5. Age in Years 

<*7 . 

6. Place of Birth ^ . 

(Exchange) (Number) 

7. Name_and Aqbress of Person Who W 

//I? 

(Mb.) (Da T) TVr.) ^ 

ill Always Kfiow Your Address 

(Town or county) 

__. 

{State or country) 




8. EMmo^Rrs Name^and Address 









By 1943, we found Lewis and Minnie 
living together in Burlington, Iowa. It 
would appear that they have sold the 
farm. Lewis passed away in 1945 and 
is buried in Cambria, Iowa. Little else 

is currently known of Minnie and she was not mentioned in Lewis' will (4a). Upon 

examination of the will and probate papers, 
the court accepted the 1927 will filed at the 
courthouse , as the final one, and appointed 
an executor to administer the estate as 
Lewis had designated. Since Lewis’ mother 
had passed away the remainder of his estate 
was given to his brothers. The only two that 
were alive at the time would have been 














































Edmund and Lloyd. I would think this left Minnie or her son without an inheritance of any 
type from Lewis. 


The offspring of John T. Woolis and Sarah Elizabeth (Lohr) Woolis were the prime focus 
here. These four men were obviously very close. Edmund, the oldest and who outlived all 
his brothers, lived with his brother Lloyd for some time before and after Edmund got 
married to Nora Gilbert. Edmund also cherished the pocket watch given to him by his 
brother Asa. Lewis left his estate to his brothers and not his wife. 

Robert Woolis had also provided quite adequately for his other children. I mention these 
financial gifts from the estate of Robert only to indicate that Robert and Sarah were 
quite successful in a time when success was never a guarantee. It is an indication of the 
hard work required and the accomplishments that can be achieved despite the hardships 
endured. 

Sarah Jane Woolis or Jennie, 

Robert and Sarah's daughter, was 
given one hundred acres "more less) 
as mentioned previously and 
according to the 1897 Plat Map, this 100 acres appears to now be owned by her younger 
brother, Albert. Sarah Woolis (Jennie) ran a dress making shop in Cambria, which she 
sold to Ida Layman before she moved to Nebraska. I have no actual record about if or 
when she disposed of the property bequeathed to her by her father. The only indication 
would be the Plat Map, so it would be prior to 1897. 

She married James Burton Hogue in Nebraska in 1887 (6a) and they eventually moved 
back to Iowa. James Hogue was married previously to Priscilla Allman and they had two 
children, Laura (b. 1873) and William (b. 1875). Priscilla, their mother, died about two 
weeks after William was born (Sept 4, 1875). 


Sarah took on the parenting of Burton's children. 

Sarah and Burton, had one child together that I am 
aware of, Maude Hogue. The family moved back to 
Iowa. Burton passed away in 1928; Sarah passed away 
in 1938 (6b). It is not unusual that there are no years 
of death on the stone for Sarah and Burton. There 
was a lack of funds as this was the great depression. 
They are interred in the Corydon Cemetery. 



Our milliner. Miss Jennie Woolis. 
haft sold out to Mis Ida Layman. Miss 
Woolia is going west. 







Betsy Woolis, Robert and Sarah's third born daughter, married Martin P. Kellogg in 
1866. She was also provided $500 from Robert's estate. They lived very close to 
Albert's farm and across the road from a property owned by John, her older brother. 

I am currently unaware of any children that Martin and Betsy Kellogg had. 


Mary Woolis, Robert and Sarah's youngest 
daughter, married Elijah Goddard in 1875. They 
married in Iowa and later moved to Adams County, 
Nebraska. Mary and Elijah had five children. 
Mary's inheritance from Robert's estate was also 
$500. 

They were: 

Troy Earl Goddard (1877-1901) 

Lester J. Goddard (1880-1967) 

Lafe barling Goddard (1883-1977) 

Grace Gay Goddard (1886-1951) 

Alta Jane Goddard (1892-1950) 


MARY E. WIFE of 
ELIJAH GODDARD 
Mar. 1$ 1859 Feb. 22 , 1903 . 

GODDARD 
April *5, 1852 

Juke 28, t922 


Mary and Elijah moved from Nebraska to Oklahoma. Mary passed away in 1909 in Enid, 
Oklahoma. She is buried there with her husband Elijah Goddard who died in 1922. 


Albert Edwin Woollis, the last of Robert and Sarah's children, at the age of twenty 

(1882), became the heir to about half 
the original farm, which included the 
farmhouse and outbuildings as well as 
100 acres. By 1897, it appears he had 
acquired the other 100 acres (according 
to the Plat Map) that were passed down 
to Sarah Jane (Jennie). 

There is some question as to whether 
or not the house shown below is the 
actual farmhouse that was built by 
Robert and handed down to Albert. It 
seems to be markedly different. This 
picture could have been taken at the 
farm of Laura's parents. 










Albert never expanded his holdings beyond the 200 acres he farmed. 

Albert, in 1883, married Laura Mead (10a). They had five children. Albert passed away 
in 1927. Laura passed away in 1952. 

They had five children. They were: 

Freddie Woollis (1885) 

Sarah Jane Woollis (1888-?) 

Robert George Woollis (1892) 

Ross Woollis (1896) 

Vera Woollis (1904) 


So it is safe to say that Robert and Sarah Woolis taught their children well. They knew 
that education was the key to success in this new land of America. Their children all 
attended school and had learned to read and write. Literacy opened the door of 
opportunity to them all. With a little financial help for their children from the will and 
some education to go along with it, their children did very, very well. 


Larry Woolis, son of John Harvey Woolis, and grandson to Edmond Woolis, shown in the 
picture below next to his beloved VW in 1962, has been a large contributor to this 
memoir. He has provided photos and documents as well as a well laid pathway for me to 
follow. His emails, stories and thoughtful considerations have allowed me to get to know 
the hearts and minds of those individuals such as his grandfather Edmund. Some of that 

information I have shared openly; other items were 
kept confidential at his request. 

Without these insights and comments, this history 
would mostly just be a dry collection of names and 
dates and official documents with few photos. 

There were many things we discovered together; 
and many things we sorted out and ensured the 
information was corrected (as is the usual with 
genealogy over time). I am glad to have had him 
reach out to me and have him along for the ride. 
Thank you Larry for all that. 

So this brings us pretty much to a close on the 
descendants of Robert Woolis. It is of course, a bit 
of a never ending story as are all biographical 
sketches. From Iowa, the family has spread out to California, Arizona, Texas, Florida 
and Puerto Rico, with deep roots still in Iowa. There are a great number of documents (I 
actually have about 163) and articles of interest along with photos that are being 
preserved for the family. Some are withheld here for simple brevity. 





This article is just one item and should serve as a general interest account and a 
guideline. It will be made available to the general public and family through the internet 
archive database. It can be found on line at https://archive.org/ or on 
https://www. familysearch. org/ . Interested parties might also want to look at “ The 
Family of William Warren and Hannah Woolliss" or “The Woolis Family Part One: 

Grimsby, England ". Eventually all documents, photos and newspaper clippings (i.e. 
obituaries, wedding announcements and general interest articles) will also be published in 
a folder and posted to the archive. 

Our next chapter will examine Edmund Wollis, Robert Woolis' and Hannah Woolliss’ 
younger brother and the first Wooliss to arrive in North America from this family. We 
will examine his descendants and the pathways they walked in Ontario, Canada. But that, 
as they say, will be another story for yet another day. 


Marvin Paranych 2020 




Addendum of Related Documents 


These copies of documents are provided for genealogical and historical interest only and 
are available in the public domain for anyone to use and took many years to gather in. I 
have placed them here to reduce the effort required for future generations. Please be 
respectful of the information contained here. It is provided as evidence to the above 
story and to relate to others upon whose shoulders the descendants now stand. 

Marvin Paranych 2020 



1(a) The will of Robert Woollis 
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1(b). Part 2 of Robert Wool is* will 
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2(a). John Woolis' last Will and Testament 
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LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF .TOUN WOOLIS, DECEASED. 


Know all men by these presents, that I John Woolis do hereby make and publish 
this as my last will and testament; 

1st. I desire first that all my just and legal debts be fully paid. 

2nd. I give, devise and bequeath all the property of which I may die cbased both 
real and personal of whatever the seme may consist of wherever the same may be found 
or situate to my beloved wife, Sarah E. Wollis, with full power of sale and disposal ^ 
as she may desire, without any order of Court. 

3rd. I hereby appoint my wife, Sarah E. Wollis, Executrix of this my last will 
and empower her to act without bond. 

John Wollis. 

We the undersigned hereby certify that we saw John Wollis sign the foregoing instru¬ 
ment and that he declared the si me to be his last will and that we signed this as 
witnesses at his request and in his presence and in the presence of each other, 
net. 23rd. 1902. 

P. M. Smith 
C. W. Steele. 

CERTIFICATE OP PROBATE OP WILL. 

In the District Court of the State of Iowa, in and for Wayne County. 

In the Matter of the Estate of ) In Probate. 

) 

John Woolis, Deceased. ) Certificate of Probate of Will. 

I, P. B. Selby, Clerk of the District Court in and for said County and State, 

7 do hereby certify that on the 7th. day of October, 1913 , the will of John Woolis, 

deceased, to which this certificate is annexed, which will is dated October 23 rd. 

1902, was duly admitted to probate by said court as and for the last will and testa¬ 
ment of said decedent. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the seal of said Court, this ~?th. day of October, 1913. 

P. B. Selby, Clerk. 

( SEAL ) By H. P. Garrett, Deputy. 

1 « ' ' 'S * "5 • “ ’ ' 'I | 

_ /////////////////////////////////// _ 




SjSIANS should slats CAUSE OF DEATH in plain terms, that it may be properly classified. The 
“Special Information” for persons dying awa y from h ome should be given in every instance. 


2(b) Certificate of death for John Woolis 


CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 


STATE OF IOWA—Department of Vital Statistics A - 

• - ^ ; ;iQ * 


1. County of . fI . , . 

Cl/7 0 0 -V7 [If death occurred in a 

2. Township of. Hospital or Institution, 

777^ fjy give its NAME instead 

3. City or Town . (No..St.;.Ward) of street and number.] 


4. FULL NAME 



| 6. COLOR. 


17. DATE OF DEATH 


7. DATE OF BIRTH 




.. . 

^ (Month) 


i <oA4 r 

IrJr 


(Month) (Day) _(Year) 

I HEREBY CERTIFY, That Iattended deceased lrom 


. 

. . £s ( 


J to .... ^. 


77....Years, . . Months, .... . . Days 


9. SINGLE, MARRIED. 

WIDOWED OR DIVORCED 


10. BIRTHPLACE 
(State or Country) 




that I last saw h................alive on..1 -. 

' / / — ^ 

and that death occurred on the date stated above, at. 

: ^ 

18./ M. The CAUSE OF DEATH was as follows: 


11. NAME OF 
FATHER „ 


f-7 /_ 

- ' ~''/ 


12. BIRTHPLACE 
OF FATHER 
(State or Country) 


13. MAIDEN NAME 
OF MOTHER 

. 

T4T BIRTHPLACE 
I OF MOTHER 

(State or Country) 

__i 

15. OCCUPATION 


• <J7 




..(Duration) (j*.. 




Contribu»ory 


..(Duration) .Days 




19. (Signed). 


X / Former or 

;..rr. Usual Resid 


> . 7 20 - (Address) 

21." SPECIAL INFORMATION only for Hospitals, Institutions, Tran¬ 
sients or Recent Residents. 

Former or How long at 

Usual Residence.Place of Death?..Days 


. . . i—.H . r —■ ■ ■■■ ■ i Where was disease contracted, 

THE ABOVE STATED PERSONAL PARTICULARS ARE TRUE TO if not at place of death? 

THE BEST OF WIT KNOWLEDGE ANtf BELIEF „ ofM>1 4 , 


!- 16 . (Informant) V 7 ' 


22. PLACE OF BURIAL OR REMOVAL 23. DATE of BURIAL 


24. UNDERTAKER 


25. ADDRESS 




































3(a) Sarah Elizabeth Woolis' Last Will and Testament 


Will Record No. 4, Wayne County, Iowa 


WILL OF ELIZABETH WOOLIS 


KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: That I, Elizabeth Woolis, a citizen of Wayne County, 
Iowa, of lawful age and of sound and disposing mind, do hereby make, publish and declare 
this as my last will and testament. 

First: It Is my will and bequest that all my legal debts and obligations, Inclu¬ 

ding the expenses of my last sickness and burial, be first paid. 

SECOND: I will, bequeath and give unto my four (4) sons all property of every kind 
and description, wherever the same may be situate or of whetever it may consist, unto 
my four (4) sons in equal shares; that is, share and share alike; and direct and req¬ 
uest that any sum of money owing meby any of my said sons at the time of my death shall 
be charged to them as an advancement with 5/^ (Five Per Cent) annual Interest only there¬ 
on; that compound interest shall not be charged but that said sums owing me by either 
of my said sons shall be charged to them with 5# annual interest thereon up to the date 
of my death if said interest has not theretofore been paid; and the same shall be char¬ 
ged to, collected from each of my said sons who may owe me at the time of my death. 

The intention being that there shall be an equal dividend between my four (4) sons, 
including, as an asset of my said estate, any sums owing me by my said sons. 

THIRD: I hereby appoint, as Executors of this my last will, my two sons, Lloyd 

Wooll8 and Louis Woolis, and request that they be not required to give bond. 

Dated at Corydon, Iowa, this 2nd day of August, 1926. 


Wi tnesses: 


C. W. Steele 


FILED 

FEB-20-1936 
R. 0. Richard, Clerk 
Wayne County, Iowa. 


Elizabeth Woolis 


T. W. Miles 


CERTIFICATE OF PROBATE OF WILL 

**■»•*•*•«• -JMf -TV -it *•* ■**•»• **•****■»• *■*•*•*#•»• -> 


IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF IOWA IN AND FOR WAYNE COUi'TY. 


In the matter of the Estate of ( 

( 

Elizabeth Woolis, ( 


IN PROBATE 


Certificate of Probate of Will. 


I, R. 0. Richard, Clerk of the District Court In and for said County and 
State, do hereby certify that on the l4th day of March,1936, the will of Elizabeth 
Woolis, deceased, to which this certificate is annexed, which will is dated August 2nd 
1926. was duly admitted to probate by said court as and for the last will and testa¬ 
ment of said decedent. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said 
Court this l4th day of March, 1936. 

R. 0. Richard 

(SEAL) Clerk 


Recorded by R. 0. Richard, Clerk 







portant. See instructions on back of certificate 


3(b) Sarah Elizabeth (Lohr) Wool is Certificate of Death 




•7Z 


r ■ <r \:r v v t ■ cy fpr y 


ORIGINAL 


}v?. 


1. PLACE OF DEAT, 

County—. 

Township. 

City_ 


STANDARD CERTIFICATE OF DEATH SWgMS 

iowa GH 3 ~ V .'/=? 

___Registered No.. 


__State:. 

..or Village.. 


.. No.......----8t.,- 

.(If death occurred in u hospital or institution give its numc instead of street and number) 


Length of residence in city or town where death occurred.yra. 

2. FULL NAME . 

(a) Residence. No. 




__Ward 

,ds. How long in U. S. if of foreign birth?.yrs.mos.ds. 


St.,...Ward... 


(IJhuuI place of abode) 


(If non-resident give city or town and State) 



MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 


PERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS 


21. DATE OF DEATH (month, day, and year) 


22. I HEREBY, CERTIFY, Thnt I attended deceased from 


I Inst saw lialive on. .. _. yJ'JX. 

to have occurred on the date staled nbovc, at- — 

The principal cause of death and related cauBcs of importance in order 
of onset were as follows 


death is anid 


Date of onset 


Months 


7. AGE Years 


CsnMJ.xJL 


8. Trade, profession, or particular 

kind of work done, as spinner, 
sawyer, bookkeeper, etc.-^ 

9. Industry or bnsincss in which 

work was done, as silk mill, 
saw mill, bank, etc...— 

10. Date deceased last worked at 
this occupation (month and 


Contributory causes of importance not related to principal 
cause: 


11. Total time (years) 
spent in this 


occupation. 


12. BIRTHPLACE (city or town) 


(State or country' 


Name of operation. 


What test confirmed diagnosis 1 Was there an autopsy 1../.LA 

23. If death was due to external causes (violence) fill in nteo tha following 
Accident, suicide, or homicide of \Ti\yx\'j^fyj5LjQ 19^ 

Where did injury occur 1 


14. BIRTHPLACE (city or town) 


State or country] 


15. MAIDEN NAME 


16. BIRTHPLACE (city or town) 


Specify whether injury occurred in industry, in home, or in public place. 


17. INFORMANT 


( Address) 


Manner of injury. 


18. BURIAL, CREMATION, OR REMOVAL 


Nature of injury. 


related to occupation of deceased 


19. LICENSED EMBALMER 


If so, specify. 




(Address) 


(Signed) 


FILED.tfl.^ 


(Address) 


Registrar. 


(OVER)" 


3. SJ3X ] 4. COLOR OR RACE 

1 5. Single, Mnrrled, Widowed, 
or Divorced (writu the word) 

1 . 

5n. If married, widowed, or divorced 
HUSBAND of 
(or) WIFE of ^ 

*2^*4-^* ' _ 

6. DATE OF BIRTH day, and 

































































4(a) Lewis Wool is' Will 


IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMENJ I, Lewie Woolls, being of sound mind and memory, but 
knowing the uncertainty of human life, do now make and publish this my last will and test¬ 
ament, that is to say: 

I wish my estate to go to my Mother Mrs. Sarrah E. Woolls or in case of her death 
to my Brothers. 

_ Lewis Woolls _ 

Signed,sealed, published, and declared by the said Lewis Woolls the testator, as 
and for his last will and testament; and we, at his request and in his presence, and In 
the presence of each other, have hereto subscribed our names as witnesses thereto, this 
29 day of November A. D. 1927* 

_0. H. Ellis_ 


T. H. McNeal 


Probate of Will with certificate of Proof 

IN THE MATTER OF THE LAST WILL 
OF 


LEWIS WOOLIS, Deceased. 


) No. 3035 
) 


IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
WAYNE COUNTY, IOWA. 

IN PROBATE. 




Now, on this day this matter came on for hearing on motion for the proof and all¬ 
owance of the instrument purporting to be the last Will of said decedent. And it appearing 
that due service of notice of the hearing has been made and it appearing that the within 
Instrument presented in the Court asthe Last Will of Levels Woolis deceased, late of Wayne 
County, bearing date the 29 day of November A. D. 1927 was upon the testimony of the sub¬ 
scribing witnesses thereto, to-wit: 

0. H. Ellis and T. R. McNeal proved to be the last Will of said decedent, and It 
appearing upon due proof that said Will was duly executed, and that the said decedent was 
of full age, of sound mind and memory and not under restraint; it Is therefore ordered 
and decreed that said paper, purporting to be the last Will of said decedent, with the proof 
thereof, be recorded and admitted to probate as the last Will of said decedent. 

And the Court nominated and appointed G. R. West as executor of his said Will, it 
is further ordered that upon said G. R. West filing bond in the sum of One Thousand Dollars, 
with sureties to be approved by the Clerk of the Court, that letters testamentary, with a 
duly authenticated copy of said Will, issue to daid G. R. West as executor of the last Will 
of said decedent. 

T. W . Miles 

Judge of the TETrd Judicial 
District of Iowa. 


( Continued on next page.) 




Will Record No. 4, Wayne County, Iowa 


459 


CERTIFICATE OF PROOF OF WILL 

STATE OF IOWA, ) 

) SS. I, Margaret B. Nessen, Clerk of the District Court of said 
WAYNE COUNTY, ) 

County, hereby certify that on the 31 day of January A. D., 
1946, the annexed instrument, purporting to be the last Will of Lewis Woo^ls decedent, 
late of Wayne County, was upon the hearing thereof, by the said Court, duly allowed and 
admitted to probate according to law as the last Will of Lewis Woolis deceased, the ex¬ 
ecution of the same having been duly proven according to law; and it is further ordered 
that letters testamentary issue to the executor named therein; and that in accordance 
therewith B. R. West, was appointed as Executor to carry the provisions thereof into 
effect. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of said Court 
to be affixed this 3 1 day ot January A. D., 194-6. 







5(a) Asa Woolis’ funeral record 



RECORD OF FUNERAL 


(Total Number) 


(What Race) 


Order Given by 


Price of Casket or Coffin. 

“ Metallic Lining. 

(State kind) 

“ Outside Box . ^. 

“ Grave Vault 

(State kind) 

“ Burial Robe. 

“ Burial Slippers and Hose. 

Engraving Plate . 

Embalming Body (v^ith ..../% . 

Washing anck^Hcetrfciwgv: if r r 

Shaving . 

Keeping Body on Ice. 

Disinfecting Rooms. 

Use of Catafalque and Drapery.... 

“ Folding Chairs . 

“ Candelabrum and Candles. 

Gloves $.( 

Door Crape $. 

“Hearse. 

Carriages to Cemetery.., 
Automobiles to Cemetery, 

Wagon Deliveries. 

City Calls (Coaches).... 

Death Notices in 


How Secured .. 
Date of Funeral 1 
Residence . 
Place of Death. 


Clergyman J.V.' 

Certifying Physiciano^rrr :,L 
His Residence .Oirr^r^-r^-rTf. 
Number of BuriaW Certificate^ 
Cause of Deatlv4 . ($- 

(Primary) 

Date cf Death. r. 

Occupation of the Deceased $ 

Single or Married. /7k \ <. 

Date of Birth.. 

Aged.. Y ears^... /jO. 

Name of FatherJc^^r-rWi. 
His Birthplace . T 1 

Name of Mother. 


Newspapers 


(Names of Newapapeta) 

Flowers . 

Outlay for Lot. 

Opening Grave or Vault. 

Lining Grave. 

Evergreen . 

Tent or Awning Charges. 

Vault Rental . 

Shipping Charges, prepaid. 

Removal Charges .. 

Cremation Charges.. 

Porters $.Watchers $, 

Personal Services .. 

Music .. 

Church Charges. 


(Maid< 


Her Birthplace .. 

Body to be shipped to. k". 

Size and Style of Casket or Col 


Manufactured Ufr 
Interment at/>rfl 
Lot or Grave No, 


Cemetery, 


Total Footing of . Bill. 

By Amount Paid in Advance 
Balance . .. 
Entered into Ledger, page... 


of Lot or Vault 

ito all Graves In I.ot with Numbers (1, 2, 3, 4, etc.), 
ce for this Funeral with a cross (-f). ,—a 

,te place for Monument with a small square l II 
ace to the right of Diagram for the names of those 


or below I 


To Funeral Charge: 


. Yjr.f. 


Name of D< 
o 

_V PUlA T J 


Charge to 
Address . 




run era! Ser 


3.S\€>o 


Time of Fu 


IfAaaL 


Design 
ami mark spa 
Design: 
Use sc 
burled in Lot 


/.&-e <*-<?. 

.£/<?. 

0 (TV 


























































































































































5(b) Draft registration for Asa Wool is 


REGISTRATION CARD _ 

j 4 ^ 65 ® 

/-a, //* — 


<p £/ 


-* y^C 

//7^ 


< Am or M^MCt 


PRBF.NT (KCUPATK 


K\?PLoYER*5 NAME 




W l«PU>m»IT (Mi KMflSV v /. 

C^C*J~tA^eL / c‘ 

'/&v /^<<< <<CC4* 

/+-J Z; /f, i '7-4** 


1 *. M . 4 . . O. 


I mu. Vft’lMI II MkJVkJr.SWUtt AXI> /PUT THEY Ay: Til fc 

<. V-, 



5(c). The marriage record for Asa Lee Woolis and Minnie Niday 

















































































































































































(5d) The obituary of Dr A.L.Woolis 


Part 1 


NEBRASKA. TUOSDAY, AUGUST 23. 1927. 

try | 

DR. A. L. WOOLIS 


PASSES AWAY 
EARLY MONDAY 


Burlington Physician 
Dies After Siege 
of Illness 


Dr. A. L. Woolis, well known 
veteran physician and surgeon for . 
lie Alliance division of the Bur- j 
lington, succumbed at the hospital . 
it l:30'a. m. Monday after battling' 
i hard siege of illness for about 
wo months. His condition had; 

jecome critical within the past ten j 
lays and became still worse Sun- 
lay and until he answered the ttual 
summons yesterday morning. ] 


Part 3 

Funeral Rites Today 

Funeral services will be held this 
afternoon at 3:30 o’clock at the 
Masonic temple by the Alliance 
lodge of Masons, of which the doc¬ 
tor was an active and devoted mem¬ 
ber. Burial will be made at Green¬ 
wood cemetery with Masonic ser¬ 
vices at the grave. Miller & Dai¬ 
ley were in charge of the funeral 
arrangements. 

Dr. Asa Lee Woolis was born on 
October 4, 1874, at Cambria, la. 
He was the son of John and Eliza¬ 
beth Woolis. He was a graduate 
of Pella College at Pella, la., and 
of the University Medical College 
of Kansas City, Mo., in the class of 
1900. In 1911 he received a degree 
from the Post Graduate Medical 
college of Chicago. He was mar¬ 
ried on December 17, 1902, at Cory- 
don, la., to Miss Minnie Maud 
Niday. 

Dr. Woolis practiced medicine 
for 14 years at Doolington, Mo. In 
April, 1918, he became Burlington 
medical examiner at Galesburg, 
Ill. He served in the same capac¬ 
ity at Brookfield, la., and in 1919 
was transferred to Alliance and 
has been medical examiner here 
since that time. 


Part 2 

Well known and respected by the 
people of Alliance, especially the* 
employes and officials of the Bur¬ 
lington railroad with whom he 
worked and was constantly in 
touch every day, the doctor had 
made his home here for the past 
eight years, after being transferred 
from Galesburg, Ill., by the rail¬ 
road. His death comes as a blow 
to his many friends, who had 
waited in earnest hope for his re¬ 
covery and return to his offices in 
the Burlington station here. 

The doctor tried desperately to 
allay the siege of illness, which 
was the grim conqueror in the end. 
His death was due to a complica 
tion of ailments, chief among 
which was spinal meningitis. Early 
in the summer he went to Excel¬ 
sior Springs, Mo., in hopes of bene¬ 
fiting his health. After becoming 
ill at a hotel there he was taken 
to St. Joseph where he was oper¬ 
ated on for gall trouble. After 
convalescing to an extent he was 
brought back to Alliance and ar¬ 
rived here about three weeks ago. 
His condition became worse with 
the setting in of_menin_gitis. 


Part 4 

Dr. Woolis, in addition to an ex¬ 
ceptional ability, had a sincerity 
and kindliness of heart which en¬ 
deared him to all with whom he 
came in professional contact, and 
has made for him a host of friends 
who will find his place difficult to 
fill. 

Besides his wife, he is survived 
by his daughter Mary Elizabeth, 
“his mother Mrs. Elizabeth Woolis, 
and three brothers. 



(5e) The obituary of Minnie (Niday) Woolis 



Former Resident 
Mrs. Minnie Woolis 
Dies On Coast 

News has boon received hero 
of the death of Mrs. Minnie Woolis 
in Bakersfield, Calif., Friday morn¬ 
ing. Mrs. Woolis was the widow 
of the late Dr, A. L. Woolis, and 
the family lived hero for many 
years. Dr, Woolis died in Alliance I 
30 years ago. 

He was a Burlington physician. 

Mrs. Woolis is survived by a 
daughter, Mrs. Henry (Mary) 
Vorc, also of Bakersfield, Calif. 
She taught in Alliance before she 
married Mr. Vo re, who is from 
Chadron. 

Funeral services arc sot for 1 :30 
Tuesday afternoon at the Balcs- 
Lanrta Funeral Homo. The Rev. 

Franklin King, pastor of Ihe Pres¬ 
byterian Church will officiate. 







6(a). The marriage certificate of Sarah (Jennie) Woolis 


MARRIAHI Lit I.Nsli. 


THE STATE M HtBBASKA. | 

V i 

Adam* fmtnijf \ 


Stair Hi Nth tmJw, tu anv /¥«« f.figaUto AkthmhH h Snfmm/r Marrmttt 

tutdnm 


l'**f <*tf JWvHp mlV-tfinJ ft jmii m It W* *4 *W If r*4rVafr v.rtm < ll{ f ft**** fa ^ ^ rminim. -tfr-Vtjr kmlurtn 

Mr Kl UU J / i V 

tli j * IL^ ]h l t*" f V 

IV /Sd Arr’i «n>- of ft Mini 1 y, i tu ^ /*?, f^tui 

“ ^ *- ( *"■*“*• / ^ , l 7 ™rf (k# hMh Mht ... 

C * ^ 1 r ' 4 ^ ■** fV fmktf* ftimr rffV W*f 

/t 4r 

fl«f lAr Httl w,iw *r Vr JBirftf BUJ */W 1 1 £?^i 4^y L 4>* 4 

IV “" J.1,%^.4. ^ 7/tJ^i. r 

s <U44tr ' ~' s *"» r fhiry^i/A^j ' *■** Jj, 

••fr'* ^ *>W IP* Hi Hill a^( j[ v f j 

m4« infer mi* «f <».r ,w«r< ^ lie ^ ^ ,? ^ 

— 4 "*" U tektelterp. 

M itepn««#»i|wiH»< «*»« .«w,.W^ mnfm n, Wm tel Itekiinflib te* Ml,,^ ,*, y ^ , 

iirlipmU aflV uw i^WWT iVrrft. mjV, 1 ^ pm. nirtr rJkr jimm! fj rtf V ininf?*! 

tt m rmuM r vitstxor, i h w «i «, m *«i pjr Jfl rf ^ r «n * rv «, v r^,, ^ * j„.,*. 

Aa.t\ / j ^ . 

^ Ct / ^ 4 ? UW v 4 ,|> b 


flW IV wwltn wth 1 iT far .vnrffar mu 


, f 4 K te- f* T 1 ^ 




i i -*-1 nUMlf /nrfjp, 





oil back of certificate. 


6(b). The death certificate of Sarah Jane (Jennie) (Woolis) Hogue 


ritf3f/.3TAT?- 


1. PLACE OF DEATH 


OEATlR 

._. 11<Z? 


IOWA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

Division of Vital Statistics 
CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 


State Office No. 

J 93— 40 


...State: ... I O W A ....Registered No.. 


Y th occurred in a hospital or Institution give its name instead of street and number) _ 


Length of rosldencf/fii ei>y ; or towr^Avhereftfyath oec^zrced.yrs.mos.da. How long in U.S., If of foreign hi 


2. FULL NAME ..^ 


rtht^S 


yrs...mos.wdu. 


(a) Residence No-//.. 

(Usual place of lift ode) 



... Ward .......—..—. 

(If non-resident give city or town and State) 


PERSONAE AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS 


MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 


3/^bTlX | 4. COLOR OR RACE! 5. Single, Married, Widowed, 21 DATE OF HEATH 

_L ~ 


~2 


5a. If married, widowed, ox divorced 
HUSBAND of SI 

_(or ) WIFE of S 

G. DATE OF BIRTH (month, day, ami yea^. 

I. AGE Years I Months I Days 


8. Trade, profession, or particular 
kind of work done, as spinney/ 
sawyer, bookkeeper, etc. 

8. Industry or business in which 
work was done, as silk mill, 
saw mill, bank, etc... 


i. 1 hereby certify that I attended deceased from 

< £3L . lajj^. 

/Ys / . / last saw hs*s\. allvi* on.-jteT.f^yf.. if)..*3 jflf"deuth Is said 

/*\ir less than to Im ve occurred on the date stated above, at. KM&v. 

1 day, ~~.Jtrs. The principal cause of death and related causes of importance in or- 

or ..mins. der of onset were as follows: ,iw„ nt onHi>t 


i Date of onset 




/ 1 


10. Dale deceased last worked at 11. Total time (yenrs) ... yffl / J 

tliis occupation (montli and spent in this .... . . . f/y-- 

year) ....... occupation ..... Contributory causes of Importance not ridfl'te<F to prln- 

' Z jm ,‘ " clpal cause: 


BIRTHPLACE (city 0 
(State or country) 


__ 

_ 


14. BIRTHPLACE (TTTy or (owil 
(State or country) 


15. MAIDEN N A 


isy or luwuj ——..- r7 - 

g> 


| Name of operation. 

What test confirmed diagnosis?. 


_Date of 


>Vas there an autopsy? 


| 23. If death was due to external causes (violence) fill in also the fol¬ 
lowing: Accident, suicide, or homicide?—..—Date of Injury 


o 10 . BIRTHPLACE (city or town--—... .. 19. 

«_ (State or country) _ / 

1 - informant jtfLaJUsdM. ~ (Specify city or town, county, and State) 

w * ^ (Address) J ' Specify whether injury occurred In industry, In home, or in public 

18. BURIAL*.-eit-!:M^VFfDN t- 4W iU'.MITV%L 1 

J? Vj>/ ,^ Manner of injury .......... 

PI aco. Date-X- ^..o i«?2q 

--— --j-——r- Nature of injury... 

LICENSED f/ /P*' / y b ytLj/'' / y / P” 24. Was disease or injury In any way related to occupation of de¬ 
ll). EM B A LM E R^l.,/1. _V. .... No jL&xlJl. - >f>r% 

(Address) Si * y 1/ 0 a ceased?._.f!7*'7^Llf so, specify--- 

_ /t 


20. FILEI)._ 1^.^.^., 10^.- 




































































7(a). The marriage record of Helen Wool is 


RECORD OF MARRIAGES 


STATE OF ARIZONA, V ^ Jftwfag* ItelMt 

County of Pima, / 

These presents arc to authorize and license any regularly licensed or ordained Minister of the Gospel. Judge of a Court of Record, 

or Justice of the Peace within the County of Pima, State of Arizona, to join in marriage A. d.*..* c/L.., age. £$Z... 

Years, and ... age...**.*..years, and to certify the same according to law. 


Witness mv hand and official seal, this. 


LENNA H. BURGES. 

Clerk of the Superior Court. 


. day of.. . A. O. 19.MJ* 

Bv £ '<ilJ . 

Deputy Clerk. 


STATE OF ARIZONA, 


County of Pima, > ^ . and .. 

Were Joined in Marriage 

by me at . a/.H.'Ut.J.Jh.:.*-/.. _ in the County of Pima, State of Arizona, on the./;? -.day of... 19. 

_. JkXe^u. ..—. 

Bride. ” room. 

. SS .’. Ttfaf.. & 2211- rfjUL/ 

..Lt»rftk.W 


Carriage Crrtifirate 


3) bo Certify £iw! 


. 

(/ Groom. 

JL.2&!kJluU 

Minister. Judge of a Court of Record, Justice of the Peace. 


CERTIFICATE OF RECORD . fl 

I hereby certify that the within instrument was filed and recorded at the request of 
/lUUl / </.A. D., Ift&at to »°ok 13 «.f Marriages, Page. Z3* . 

Witness my hand and official seal the day and year aforesaid. & £ /? /» 

(Seal) LENNA H. BURGES. R >.'.^^^li^uty Clerk. 

Clerk of the Superior Court. J 































8(a). The marriage license of Harold Woolis 



Iff THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF 



AFFIDAVIT FOR MARRIAGE LICENSE 


FOR A LICENSE TO MARRY 

(MALE) ) 

COUNTY/OF MARICOPA ss. 
StXts/OF ARIZONA ) . / 


does declare, depose and certify: That.. 


., bein&dirst duly sworn, u^on his oath 

(First Name in Full) 

j3JZ ... ....years; that he is a resident of 


is KIs7true name; that his age is. O'.. ./. .years; that he is a resident of 

\ / *- (Last Birthday) 


County and Stai 


.; that he is of the 


(Caucasian, Mongolian. Ir ro) ^ 


(Name of Female) 



race; that he is not related to 




and that he has not been granted a divorce b^/any Court in the State of Arizona^within the 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this the a/d. lss^y 1 

Clerk Superior Court. 


Deputy. 


(FEMALE) ) 

STATE OF ARIZONA / 
COUNTY OF MARICOPA % 



.-being first duly swmm upon her oath 


does declare, depose and certify: /^hat... 

V (First Name in Full) ^7 

is hejn/ue name; that her age is..years; that she is /Resident of 

/ (Last^ Birthday) ^ 

. J. .; that she is of the 


(Town. County and State) 


(Caucasian. Mongolian. Indian orsSezra) 


..race; that she is not related to 


and that she has not been granted a divorce by any CourLip the State of Arizona within the 
past year. / ) , , 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this the. 


Book s$— 

Page. .AAA. 






Clerk Superior Court. / 


Deputy. 


«■ AltllONA FBI I 









































For the Year Ending October^!, A. D. I Jz 


9(a). The marriage record of Edmund Allen Woolis and Nora Gilbert 



I Hereby Certify ibnt the abort 











































































































































































































10(a) The marriage record of Albert Woolis and Laura Mead 




I hereby Certify that the above Return of Marriages ■ is a correct transcript from the Jteccr&jp. this 

















































































































































































